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the conditions and provide the support nec-
essary for these people to come together and
do what they genuinely want to do. And so
yes, I’m hopeful. I don’t expect that we’ll an-
nounce the resolution of all the final status
issues at Oslo, but I do think that we’ll be
moving the process right along.

EgyptAir Flight 990 Aircraft Tragedy’s
Effect on Oslo Talks

Q. Mr. President, are you worried that the
EgyptAir crash will overshadow the Oslo
trip?

The President, Based on what I now
know, and my conversation with President
Mubarak—based on what I now know, I do
not believe that, no. I have no reason to be-
lieve that there is any element involved in
this which would overshadow or shadow the
work of peace.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt;
Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel; and Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

Proclamation 7246—Child Mental
Health Month, 1999
October 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a Nation, we have made much progress

in ensuring the physical health of our young
people. But we are only beginning to make
similar strides in protecting their mental
health. The symptoms of mental illness in
children and adolescents too often go unrec-
ognized and therefore untreated—a tragic
failing that can lead to profound effects on
their development. Even very young children
can experience anxiety and depressive dis-
orders that can have a long-term negative im-
pact on their social interactions at home and
at school.

Unfortunately, our attitudes regarding
mental illness have compounded this prob-
lem. While we now know that more than one
in five Americans experiences some form of

mental illness each year, that many mental
disorders are biological, and that they can be
treated medically, too many people still be-
lieve that mental illness is a personal failure.
Because of this widespread misconception,
many parents are reluctant to acknowledge
that their children need help, and many chil-
dren who need help are afraid to ask for it.

During Child Mental Health Month, I en-
courage all parents, teachers, pediatricians,
school nurses, other health care profes-
sionals, and concerned citizens across our
country to learn more about children’s men-
tal health. By doing so, we can recognize
more quickly the early warning signs of men-
tal illnesses and disorders. We can detect de-
pression before it deepens into serious ill-
ness, raise awareness of risk factors for sui-
cide, and work to prevent more acts of youth
violence.

We must do all we can to intervene in the
lives of young people who are mentally or
emotionally unstable before they cause harm
to themselves or to others. I am pleased that
some schools have responded to the recent
youth violence tragedies by improving men-
tal health services, expanding after-school
and mentoring programs, and offering in-
home counseling for vulnerable families. To
ensure the success of these efforts, we must
work to fight the stigma and dispel the myths
that surround mental illness. By engaging in
efforts that raise public awareness of our chil-
dren’s mental health, we can replace stigma
with acceptance, ignorance with understand-
ing, and fear with new hope for the future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 1999
as Child Mental Health Month. I call upon
families, schools, communities, and govern-
ments to dedicate themselves to promoting
the mental health and well-being of all our
children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
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United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 3, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 1, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 4.

Exchange With Reporters on Arrival
in Oslo, Norway
November 1, 1999

Middle East Peace Process
Q. What is your hope for the peace proc-

ess?
The President. Well, first of all, I would

like to thank the Prime Minister, the Govern-
ment, and the people of Norway for hosting
this meeting. I think it’s coming at a good
time. I believe that Prime Minister Barak and
Chairman Arafat want to continue the peace
process. And we are now to the point where
the really difficult decisions lie ahead. So
coming back to Oslo, where the Oslo accords
were born, coming here to honor the mem-
ory of Yitzhak Rabin, who gave his life for
this peace process, it’s a good thing to do.

And so we’re hopeful that we’ll make some
progress. And we’ll see, and probably the less
we say about it in public, the more likely we
are to get something done. But I’m hopeful.
And I’m honored to be here in Norway. This
is my first trip, as President, to Norway. I
haven’t been here in 30 years—30 years ago
next month was my first trip to Norway.

President’s First Visit to Norway
Q. Do you remember it well?
The President. Very well, yes. It was won-

derful.
Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at 7 a.m. at Oslo
International Airport. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Prime Minister Kjell Magne
Bondevik of Norway; Prime Minister Ehud Barak
of Israel; and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Kjell Magne
Bondevik of Norway and an
Exchange With Reporters in Oslo

November 1, 1999

Prime Minister Bondevik. Mr. President,
dear journalists, it’s a very special occasion
for us in Norway. This is the very first visit
from a sitting President of the United States
to our country. So we are so glad to receive
President Clinton here.

We have had fruitful discussions, where we
could continue our talks from the White
House in Washington, only 2 weeks ago. And
of course, we have discussed the Middle East
peace process. We think that the ceremonial
commemoration tomorrow for the late Prime
Minister Rabin and the talks in that frame-
work can stimulate the peace process. And
we are both committed to assist the two par-
ties. The main responsibility for a final solu-
tion is, of course, upon the two parties.

Norway and the U.S. will seek ways to ex-
pand our common efforts in a number of
areas for security, development, and for well-
being. The President and I have today agreed
on an initiative to follow up the Reykjavik
Conference on Women and Democracy,
where the First Lady, Hillary Clinton, par-
ticipated. We are also agreed on a joint initia-
tive on funding for support of disabled vic-
tims of the war in Sierra Leone.

Mr. President, I believe that you want to
say a few words before we answer one or
two questions. Mr. President.

President Clinton. Thank you. First,
Prime Minister, let me say I am delighted
to be here, honored by your invitation to
come a few weeks ago, and then by the King’s
invitation to come to Norway. As you perhaps
know, I traveled here alone as a young man
some 30 years ago—it was actually 30 years
ago this December—and I fell in love with
this country. I’d long wanted to come back.
I was amazed to discover that I am the first
sitting President ever to visit Norway. I can’t
imagine what the others were thinking
about—[laughter]—but I am delighted to be
here.


